
 

 

2019 Backcountry Trails Program Staff 
Karlson Lewis Hubbard - Program Director 

Karlson Hubbard got his first introduction to the CCC in 1998 as an AmeriCorps 
V.I.S.T.A. with the San Diego CCC Center.  In 2000, he was a member on the 
Klamath/Trinity Backcountry Crew.  It was during this backcountry season he 
began to sharpen his love for trails and for community like a double-bit axe 
before a 20 mile log out run.  Soon after, Karlson continued to work trails and 
work with the CCC/AmeriCorps Backcountry Trails Program as a sponsor for 
three years, representing the Weaverville Ranger District of the Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest.  In 2003, Karlson left the mainland, figuratively and literally, 
and went to islands of Samoa to build trails. Finally, in 2005, Karlson tried what 
would later turn out to be the first of ultimately five tries to have the perfect 
backcountry trails season.   Karlson spent the 2005, 2006, and 2008 BC 
seasons in the Trinity Alps, and the 2007 in the Klamath National Forest, and 
lastly the 2009 season in Yosemite NP.  In 2010 and 2011, Karlson served as the 
Relief Supervisor/Program Recruiter before becoming the new Program 
Director in 2012. 

  

Chelsea Saeland – Program Coordinator 

Chelsea grew up in a small farming community of 500 in California’s Central 
Valley. Her love of nature started when she would visit her uncles’ up in Oregon 
and they taught Chelsea and her siblings how to read a map and compass and 
the essential items to bring when hiking. From there she began to explore on 
her own more. In 2010, Chelsea joined the California Conservation Corps and 
had the opportunity to be part of the 2011 Kings Canyon Backcountry Crew. 
After her backcountry season, she went back to the CCC until she was offered 
an internship to work with the 2012 backcountry crews in the San Jacinto 
Mountains in Southern California. For 7 months she helped with the food 
purchasing, packing and daily crew life of 4 different crews. From there it was 
time to leave the CCC and see what else was out there. Chelsea went on to 
teach at a 6th grade outdoor school and do some traveling. By 2014, she was 
missing the CCC and came back as a supervisor for the Fortuna Center. During 
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that time, the Backcountry Program was always in her mind, so she became a 
Backcountry Supervisor in 2017 in Yosemite, and again in 2018 in Kings Canyon. 
Now, in 2019, Chelsea has taken on a new role as the Backcountry Trails 
Program Coordinator.  

 

Erin Degenstein – AmeriCorps Coordinator 

Erin never experienced anything cooler or weirder than the natural world, so 
they went to The Evergreen State College to study environmental science and 
botany, in hopes of getting a job outside. That opportunity came in the form of 
corps programs. Erin served as a member of the Washington Conservation 
Corps and California Conservation Corps and was privileged to be on the 2007 
Kings Canyon Backcountry Trails crew. Erin fell in love with the Sierra Nevada 
backcountry, and worked 4 seasons in Kings Canyon and Sequoia National 
Parks doing invasive plant work. Additionally, Erin has worked trails for CA 
State Parks and the Student Conservation Association, and has served 12 years 
in the US Coast Guard Reserve in pollution prevention and response. After 
leaving the mountains for school, Erin earned an M.S. in Natural Resources 
from Humboldt State University, and landed back at the CCC Fortuna District 
in 2013 as Corpsmember development staff, and has spent the last 4 years as 
the AmeriCorps Coordinator for the Backcountry Trails Program. 

 

Anne Highley-Smith – Program Assistant 

Anne was raised in New York City and graduated from the University at Buffalo 
with an English degree in 2013. Less than a year into her marketing career, 
Anne sent out a plea to the universe for change and adventure. The 
Backcountry Trails Program answered. Two months after learning what a 
backcountry was, Anne stuffed her life into a pack and was on a plane across 
the country to join the 2014 Stanislaus Crew led by Adam Zamastil. Working in 
Big Basin State Park, the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel Wilderness, and Stanislaus 
National Forest, Anne found her next calling and a new family. It was during 
this time that Anne fell in love with the wild beauty of the mountains. Pursuing 
that passion, Anne worked as a Wilderness Ranger in Salmon-Challis National 
Forest in Idaho and Bridger-Teton National Forest in Wyoming, and switched 
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back to trail work in 2017 at Redwood National Park in California. In 2018, Anne 
returned to the BCTP as the Program Assistant to give back to the organization 
that changed her life. 

 

LB Gunter - Inyo Backcountry Crew Supervisor  

LB Gunter comes from Payahunadu (Mammoth Lakes/Bishop area) ancestral 
lands of the Paiute and Shoshone. Originally from Little Rock, AR, LB attended 
college in St. Louis, MO with a focus in medicine, then drawn to the mountains, 
trekked west to join the CCC Kings Canyon Backcountry Trail Crew in 2010. 
They have since continued to share a passion of living in the wilderness, 
teaching and mentoring young adults in building healthy inclusive 
communities, social justice activism, leadership, and wilderness medicine, 
through work with National Park Service, US Forest Service, Rocky Mountain 
Youth Corps and the Backcountry Trails Program. This fourth season as a 
supervisor with the program they will be leading the Inyo 2019 Crew starting 
off at Big Basin State Park.   

 

Greg Bishoff - Kings Canyon Backcountry Crew Supervisor 

Greg is originally from Boise, Idaho where he grew up exploring the Cascades 
and Sawtooth mountains. As a teenager, he moved to California and soon after 
joined the California Conservation Corps out of the Ukiah center. He later 
joined the Backcountry Trails Program as a crew member on the 2011 Kings 
Canyon crew. After his season, Greg went on to work with the National Park 
Service in Kings Canyon N.P. where he would serve as a sponsor for the 2013 
CCC Backcountry Trails crew. He later switched states to supervise trail crews 
for Rocky Mountain Youth Corps and Montana Conservation Corps.  In 2018, 
Greg returned to the Backcountry Trails Program as crew supervisor for the 
Yosemite I crew. He is excited to return as supervisor for the 2019 Kings Canyon 
crew. 
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Shawn McGrath – Klamath Backcountry Crew Supervisor 

Shawn was born and raised just outside of Boston, Massachusetts, and spent 
his early twenties providing care for elders and people with disabilities. 
Eventually, he felt the need to do something completely different and took a 
train across the country to join the Backcountry Program in 2010 as a 
corpsmember in the Trinity-Alps. After that season, he was hooked. Shawn 
spent two years as a crew leader with the Texas Conservation Corps on their 
Trails Across Texas and Emergency Response crews. He then returned to 
California to work for the U.S. Forest Service, sponsoring the Klamath 
Backcountry crews in 2013 and 2014. Shawn supervised CCC Backcountry 
crews in the Klamath National Forest in 2015, 2016, 2017, and in the 
Klamath/Stanislaus in 2018, and is looking forward to returning to the 
mountains for another season. 

 

Lilia Villarino – Stanislaus Backcountry Crew Supervisor  

Lilia Villarino was born and raised in the Visalia, California until she moved to 
San Luis Obispo at the age of 19 to join the California Conservation Corps. After 
a year in the CCC she joined the Backcountry Trails Program in 2007 and 
completed her season in the Klamath National Forest. Lilia has been working 
on trail crews ever since. She’s worked in Big Basin State Park and the 
Stanislaus National Forest, but has spent the last seven seasons in Kings 
Canyon National Park.  For the last three seasons Lilia has been leading crews 
for Kings Canyons very own Sequoia and Kings Conservation Corps (SEKI-CC). 
Through the program she has been able to work with multiple organizations 
such as the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC), Outward Bound 
Adventures (OBA), and the Eastern Sierra Conservation Corps (ESCC). The SEKI-
CC has inspired Lilia to return to the California Conservation Corps as a BCTP 
Supervisor to give back to a program that instilled in her the importance of 
humility, service, and community. 
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Liz McLaurin – Yosemite I Backcountry Crew Supervisor 

Liz started her conservation career with the California Conservation Corps in 
2005, although it wasn't until signing back up on a second chance in 2007 
that her love of all things trail crew really took flight. From the Tahoe Center, Liz 
went on to construct trails in Southeast Alaska, log out miles of dead and down 
on Mt. Hood, lead a dedicated chainsaw crew in Colorado, and maintain high-
use trails in the Hoover Wilderness. In between trail seasons, Liz worked at 
various ski resorts in Utah, Colorado, and Oregon so she could snowboard to 
her heart's content and satisfy her never-ending thirst to be in mountains no 
matter what time of year. Liz continually finds inspiration and enrichment from 
living in wilderness settings, performing physically demanding work, and being 
a leader/member of conservation crews. She believes Conservation Corps 
programs like the Backcountry Trails Program are invaluable because they 
provide a unique and intimate experience like no other, often pushing the 
boundaries of what we think our minds and bodies can endure and 
challenging folks not only to engage and connect with each other, but also 
with the land and environment. Liz's time in the CCC proved to be one of the 
most defining and transformative of her life and after a decade away she is 
thrilled to come back to the place where it all began and share her skills, 
knowledge, and passion with her upcoming crew as they embark on a new 
life-changing experience together. 

 

Allen Schroeder – Yosemite II Backcountry Crew Supervisor 

Allen, a California native, grew up with a love of the outdoors and a spirited 
desire to explore the wilds of his home state. Allen joined the California 
Conservation Corps in 2009 as a corpsmember at the San Luis Obispo center, 
and was accepted into the Backcountry Trails Program as a member of the 
2010 Kings Canyon Crew the following year. In 2012, Allen began his first of 5 
years in the Klamath National Forest packing mules and leading trail crews. In 
2017, he was a sponsor for the BCTP crew in the Trinity Alps, then packed again 
the following season for the Trinity Alps. A ten-year journey comes full circle 
this year as Allen returns to the CCC as a Backcountry Supervisor in Yosemite 
National Park. 


