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June was a good and exciting month for the crew. We had a Halloween dance party with food,
candy, costumes, and of course dancing. Half the crew also chose to participate in Conquer the Pig, a
race to see who could eat two pounds of bacon the fastest.

On the weekends the crew got to know every corner of the Mt. San Jacinto State Park. They did
lots of loop hikes trying to get as many miles in on a hike as they could. One weekend two groups hiked
a long portion of the Pacific Crest Trail. One group also crossed the highway and hiked to the top of San
Gorgonio Peak.

For work the crew finished off building the bridge abutment and put the stringers in place. We
also moved the last of the lumber needed for the State Parks bridge-building class. The highlight of our
work month was watching a helicopter deliver the 65’ long, 3-ton bridge stringers.

At the end of the month the crew said goodbye to the San Jacinto and the Palm Springs Tram
and made the move to Yosemite. On our way north to the Sierra the crew stayed a night in the Alabama
Hills just outside of Lone Pine, CA. We got to spend a night with the Stan crew who were on their way to
the San Jacinto. It was a good opportunity to socialize with others going through the Backcountry
Program at the same time as us. We also stopped at the Manzanar Historic Site and here the crew
learned about the internment of hundreds of Japanese-Americans during WWII. It was a good learning
experience for the crew.



