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June began with a blast of heat. We went from a mild spring into the triple-digit furnace of
summer in Happy Camp. It was strange to have vehicles too close and visitors stopping by after being in
our Little North Fork Camp. Our first weekend Frithjof, Christina, and Ryan set off for Bear Lake trying to
get out of the burned forest we inhabited. Fire has had a profound effect on the landscape we live and
work in. Maybe our souls in some way.

Work hard and smile has become our crew's unofficial motto, and work we did. We worked the
upper and lower Bear Lake trails and the Elk Creek trail. Lower Bear is only a burned-out shell of a
forest, growing wild with poison oak and blue blossoms. The Upper Bear’s old growth grandeur is still
intact, the fires have missed this portion of the trail. Tall and reaching dizzying heights, Incense Cedar,
Ponderosa and Sugar Pines dominate this forest casting shadows of ancient days. There nestled along
the Elk Creek Trail lays an excellent example of human craftsmanship in the wilderness and a testament
to the enduring partnership of the USFS and the CCC. An award-winning backcountry bridge built in the
early 1980s still stands. Yet, we will soon say goodbye, so with a little trepidation, Joey T, Pat, Jolina,
and Robert Thorn (Kings Canyon '08) opened up the trail so Cowboy Poet Bill Roberts could dismantle
and pack out the bridge.

June also saddens us with the leaving of our motherly cook Ann McBroom. Ms. Ann “you made
each and every one of us feel like we had someone looking out for us and the importance of that is
immeasurable” (Pat S.). Our love and admiration for our Ms. Ann was a two-way street because Ms.
Ann spent her going-away party pondering and “sitting here at the picnic table trying to find the right
words to let you know how truly close you have become to me in these seven weeks” (Ms. Ann), with a
big send-off fit for a queen’s jubilee, the crew (Kenny, Kelly, Jo, Christina, and others) made a multi-
layered cake with dutch ovens and modeled the cake after the fire lookout English Peak. Joey T. and
Yuliana crafted homemade pifiatas and filled them with goodies galore and we all said goodbye to Ms.
Ann and the front country.

Each morning we now say hello to upper Kelsey Meadow and our new cook, Christina Nemick
(BC 2001). The first day we began “exploring” our new backyard with a side trip to Turk Lake and
experienced one heck of a view of the Marble Mountains. Thanks to Dan-O for tracking us down. We all
have settled into our new home and very muddy and wet rock and log projects. Can you believe it? We
are here, with only a few humps and missteps, some rain, hail, and snow. However, we continue to
survive, smile, and work harder.

Work Production:
Maintenance Miles

Bear Lake 2.25

Elk Creek 1.75
Paradise Lake 2.5

PCT 11
Kelsey Creek 1.5
Total 19 miles

Multi-tier Wall 36 square feet



Curriculum:

What a month of learning. We have had district rangers, a wildlife biologist, ecologist,
backcountry ranger, and a forester teach and speak to us. We also checked out an art exhibit in Happy
Camp which provided a welcome break in camp life and a chance to interact with the community. Janet
Yoder from Earth Wisdom taught us how to build debris shelters and make fire with a bow and drill. So
much and so many thank yous for making June action-packed. On yeah, how could we forget about the
yummy, gooey and delicious “Camp Eclairs,” thanks Frithjof for teaching us how sweet life can be.



